
Conspiracy of Silence surrounds the City Joint Venture

The Watchdog Bulletin 
Important stories in our 

Community

• Conspiracy of Silence re:  
City Joint Venture

• Catalyst to hold JV 
mortgage

• Citizen Protest re: 
 Secrecy of JV

“Of course, 
he [the Mayor] 
fails to point out 

that responding to 
questions after 

the joint venture
is signed is 

meaningless“

During the neighbourhood council 
meetings in Wildwood and Townsite in 
early February, questions were again 
raised about the proposed Joint Venture 
with the Sliammon Development 
Corporation and the Catalyst Paper Co. 
Mayor and Council continued with their 
undemocratic behaviour by ignoring 
citizen concerns and refusing to give 
specifi cs regarding what could be a 
“sweetheart deal” for Catalyst at Powell 
River taxpayers’ expense.  

On February 15th, the Mayor told the 
media that the Joint Venture would be 
signed in a couple of weeks. However, he 
told citizens at the neighbourhood council 
meetings that it is premature to answer any 
questions because an agreement formalizing 
the joint venture has not yet been signed.  Of 
course, he failed to point out that responding 
to citizens’ questions after the joint venture 
is signed is meaningless because, at that 
point, it’s a done deal, folks. So much for 
accountability from our elected offi cials.

Catalyst to hold mortgage on JV lands 
It’s a win-win proposition for Catalyst:  

they sell their 800 acres of surplus land 
to the City of Powell River and the 
Sliammon Development Corporation 
and, at the same time, they will serve as 
the major fi nancial institution of the deal 
since they will hold the mortgage --  not 
a bank!  

Under normal mortgage terms, if 
a party defaults on their mortgage 
payments, the assets (land, in this case) 
go back to the  institution holding 
the mortgage – usually a bank but, in 
this case, to the seller, Catalyst Paper 
Company.  

Clearly, the mortgage payments are 
going to be high. While the public has 
not been informed as to the cost of the  
800 acres, a company representative 

indicated some months ago that the ‘old 
golf course’ lands alone will sell for over $4 
million. These lands comprise but a minor 
percentage of the total. Thus, Watchdog 
is conservatively guesstimating that the 
cost of the entire 800 acres will be over $20 
million.

The seed money (or down payment) by 
the City and the Sliammon Development 
Company is going to be minimal:  $100,000 
each. Add to this the fact that the deal 
is being structured as a 5 year deal (in 
order to prevent a legally-required citizen 
referendum on the issue if it is over 5 years 
long), and anyone can quickly calculate 
that the monthly mortgage payments are 
going to be very high.  Where is the money 
going to come from to pay these mortgage 
payments?  Take a guess.

Meet the newest member 
of Watchdog’s investigative 
team: Deep Snout

If you would like to receive 
a free email copy of The 
Watchdog Bulletin, send 
your email address to 
bcwatchdog@yahoo.ca

The ‘old golf course’ lands:
How long will we have a view?



On February 18th, Nelle Maxey and 
Patricia Aldworth were guests on 
the JUMP  (90.1 FM) radio show, 
Beyond Survival, hosted by Martin 
Rossander.  Maxey and Aldworth 
discussed concerns around the 
proposed Joint Venture and risks 
involved for the City.  Rossander 
publicly invited the Mayor and City 
Councillors to appear on the show 
next week (02/25) to give their side 
of the story.  

There will be a Board of Directors 
which will include ‘local’ direc-
tors Brian Baarda, Catalyst mill 
manager; Stan Westby, City Chief 
Administrative Offi cer; and Dave 
Formosa.  (What a surprise.  Any 
citizen reps without vested interests 
sitting on the Board?   Who are the 
‘non-local’ directors?)

Proceeds from the Joint Venture 
will be divided as follows:  60% 
to pay the mortgage and 40% 
to the Joint Venture itself.  (What 
proceeds?  And when?  Proceeds 
won’t appear, if ever, until after 
the land is developed and sold (by 
the City and Slaimmon Dev. Corp).  
Developing the land (i.e., running 
sewer lines, building streets) is very 
expensive and will take a long 
time.  And, if there ever are any 
proceeds, what’s the City’s cut?)  

Incredible.  The little, and Watchdog 
means ‘little’, information that has 
trickled down to us peons about the 
Joint Venture has been from the Cata-
lyst Paper Company – not from our 
elected offi cials.  Watchdog is scratch-
ing her head (and other parts).  Don’t 
our elected representatives have a 
duty to keep us informed.  Isn’t that 
why they are ‘elected’ representa-
tives?  Not the case here in Powell 
River.  If you want to know something, 
go to the mill.  I guess that tells you 
who runs this town!

Well, what Watchdog does know 
about the Joint Venture (following in 
bold type), in addition to the mort-
gage deal reported on the previous 
page, is a result of information given 
at the February Wildwood Ratepay-
ers’ meeting by a representative of 
Catalyst.                                           

Catalyst rep provides info on the Joint Venture –
  but not our elected offi cials

Inspired by true events:  
Local heroine, found tarred 
and feathered, in Lund
While on assignment, Watchdog found 
local heroine, Marjorie Milliken, tarred 
and feathered and sitting on the Wharf 
in Lund last week.  It appears Milliken was 
abducted by a group of seven hooligans. 
She was unable to identify them because 
they all wore hoods.  Milliken said the 
hooligans did speak with each other 
during the abduction but she could not 
understand what they said, describing their 
communication as ‘doublespeak’ and 
incomprehensible mumbling.

Townsite homeowner Milliken believes 
the dastardly deed was in retaliation for 
her impassioned rhetoric at the Townsite 
neighbourhood council meeting held on 
February 8th.  Milliken had the audacity to 
question the City’s secrecy regarding the 
proposed Joint Venture with the Catalyst 
Paper Company and the Sliammon 
Development Corporation.  

One councillor took Milliken’s comments 
personally and stormed out of the meeting.  
Milliken had thought her public humiliation 
at the meeting was to be her only 
punishment for speaking up . . . .but now 
she is not so sure.
Spoof was written with Milliken’s Spoof was written with Milliken’s approval!approval!

Overheard at the Neighbourhood 
Council Meetings

Wildwood, February 6th:
Paternalism is alive and well in Powell River.

Townsite, February 8th:
Rats are smelled in the Townsite . . .  and
they aren’t the ones in the Willow St. parade.

Cranberry, February 13th:
Wasn’t that the saddest bunch of mumbling you ever 
heard?

Westview, February 15th:
Glad the next one [neighbourhood council meeting] 
is 6 months away!!

CITIZEN PROTEST PLANNED!
Individuals who wish to join in a protest of the      
City’s secrecy around the joint venture, please 
email bcwatchdog@yahoo.ca and provide your 
name and a contact phone number.
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Deep Snout sniffi ng out information!


