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City of Powell River’s
application for ALR property
removal grinds to a halt

LAV RKA NALZ
Peak EpiTor

BC's Agricultural Land Commission
(ALC) has refused the City of Powell
River's application to remove 343
hectares (847 acres) from the agricul-

-~ tural land reserve (ALR). '
~ Inadecision released on September
- 24, the commission found that many
~areas of the land under application
have agricultural capability and are
suitable for agricultural produc-
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ALC | Decision puts dent
denies | in business strategy

Commission finds proposed development initiative lacking in sufficient detail
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the proposed solution was
lacking in detail; and there
was a lack of offsetting
penefits to the ALR and
agriculture.

The city applied to re-
move the land, contained
in five parcels and three
locations, to allow devel-
opment and expand eco-
nomic opportunities within
the community. Four of the
parcels are owned by PRSC
Land Developments Ltd.,
in which the city, Tla’Amin
(Sliammon) First Nationand
Catalyst Paper Corporation

 are partners. Catalyst owns
the fifth parcel.

Yrainucep Development
Corporation has a devel-

in the Wildwood area,
which includes an airport,
residential homes, a golf
course and an equestrian
centre.
Butthe commission found
, _'the proposed development
 Initiative was lacking in suf-
ficient detail to provide a
~ level of confidence that it

- would address the challeng-

~ es facing the community.
) Funhemore, in response
 to the commission’s request

 for more details, the propo-
. nent declined, citing secu-
ity concerns.”

STEWART ALSGARD

a baffling and bizarre out-
come. “This was a good ap-
plication, not supported by
the Powell River Regional
District, and turned down
for no valid reason,” he told
the Peak. “The city’s ap-
plication was encouraged
by go-for-the-whole-pack-
age Colin Fry of the ALC,
and Commissioner John
Tomlinson said, ‘I love this
application. There is some-
thing in it for the propo-
nents, for the agricultural
community and the ALC.
This trulyisawin-win-win.”
Alsgard said Tomlinson
made the comments when
he was in Powell River for
the ALC public meeting in
July. ‘
Alsgard said the city
had discussions with Stan
Hagen, minister of tour-
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We continue
to consider
our options,
including
those we have
been reluctant
to pursue
until now.
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reluctant to pursue until
now,” said Alsgard. “They
will unfold in the fullness of
time.”

The city will not give up
on establishing Millennium
Park, Alsgard also said. The
sale and redevelopment of
the lands in the ALR would
have provided the city with
the revenues necessary to
buy the lands for the pro-
posed park. “We will find a
way to pursue and obtain
this park for our citizens,”
he said. “No is not in my vo-
cabulary. This council will
continue to fight to preserve
the Millennium Park.”

Walter Paul, Tla'Amin chief

and president of PRSC, said Hatc
the decision and that it puts

“a serious
busin m

dent in PRSC's

ALC decision limits poten-
tial uses for the lands, which
makes the task of commu-
nity growth and diversifica-
tion that much harder.”

Paul said it was too early
to comment on what PRSC's
plans for the land will be
NOW.

Simons, who represents
the Powell River-Sunshine
Coast riding, did not sup-
port the city’s application.
“The ALC is required by law
to protect agricultural land
and they did that with this
decision,” he said. “Now it’s
time to get on with other
proposals for economic de-
velopment and try to engage
as much of the community
as possible in the plan.”

ALERT (Agricultural

campaign against the city’s
application. “We're pleased
that the AIC recognized
the need to preserve agri-
cultural lands and look for-
ward to an open planning
process with full partici-
pation of all sectors of the




